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THIS book is a compliment to the research of the Department of Medicine at the Queen's University of
Belfast and in particular to the initiative and enthusiasm of its Guest Editor. Perhaps a little wistfully he
remarks in the introduction that gastrointestinal endocrinology has been "rather spurned by classical
endocrinologists" and that some parts of his subject are "at the stage of clinical crystal-ball gazing".
The-quality of the review articles and the depth of already established knowledge which is referred to in
these pages belie this approach. Gastrointestinal endocrinology has arrived; it has established its own
field; this will be one ofits major reference sources for some years to come.
Bayliss and Starling may have discovered secretin in 1902, but there are very few "classical"
references in this book-it is entirely forward-looking in its approach and entirely frank in its discussion
of areas of controversy. A useful review of radioimmunoassay techniques (always a complex thing to
describe) by Joy Ardill and a detailed review of the chemical characterization of gut hormones by R. F.
Murphy set the stage for a subsequent exponential increase in information. Basic knowledge of the
intriguing brain/gut relationship is reviewed by D. Powell, and by Julia Polak and S. R. Bloom-the
possibility that the Enkephalin fragments of the ACTH molecule may be related to the biochemical
processes underlying psychotic behaviour broadens the field of this monograph well beyond its title.
R. G. McFarland discusses the known associations of these hormones with disease states, particularly
peptic ulceration and coeliac disease. Although the possibility of deficiency of G I hormones is unlikely
due to their diffuse distribution, it is probable that many will prove non-essential and their relevance to
disease will be seen only when they are produced in excess. J. R. Hayes and R. W. Henry review the
evidence that gut hormones regulate gut metabolism-the precise contribution of each single hormone
remains unclear. J. C. Brown (Vancouver) and J. C. Floyd (Ann Arbor) bring their individual expertise
to update their work on GIP (Gastric Inhibitory Peptide) and PP (Pancreatic Polypeptide) respectively.
The chapters by Holst, and Stadil, both from Copenhagen, which review the established-even
"classical"-tumour syndromes will be most useful reference sources for the general endocrinologist
and general physicians or surgeons. The Insulinomas; the Verner-Morrison syndrome (watery diarrhoea,
hypokalemia and achlorhydria) and its nine possible diarrhoea-producing peptides; the glucagonomas
and their curious skin rashes; the multiple peptic ulcers and hypergastrinemia of the Zollinger-Ellison
syndrome: the pathophysiology and theclinical management ofeach ofthesestates is well reviewed.
Throw away your crystal balls-just read this book! D.R.H.
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THE true value of a medical textbook is perhaps best judged by the frequency with which it is used for
reference after it has been read initially and placed on the shelf. By this criterion 'Pediatric Orthopedic
Radiology' by M. B. Ozonoff rates highly. In the few months that it has been in my possession I have
found it an invaluable source ofreference for both commonplace and obscure disorders.
The book is organised so that the first section deals with abnormalities on an anatomical basis, with
separate chapters for each region. The second section covers generalised conditions. After each chapter
sub-section there is a good selection of references from the American and British orthopedic and
radiological literature of the last 20 years. The aetiology, radiology, and principles of treatment in so far
as they affect the radiology are fully covered.
The illustrations are adequate, although not outstanding. On reading the book initially I found
myself irritated by the author's not infrequent lapses into transatlantic medical jargon and his habit of
repeating certain facts within the space of a few pages or even paragraphs. However, these minor
criticisms should not detract from the undoubted merit of this book which will, I am sure, prove to be of
great value to all radiologists who come across paediatric orthopaedic problems. P.S.T.
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